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as a promising reservoir for potentially toxic heavy metals. Species of the lichen genus Auricularia are uncommon in parts of Europe. However, they do occur in Central Europe
and this study was initiated to assess the suitability of the lichen genus Auricularia for the long-term storage and utilisation of heavy metal-contaminated sites. In this regard, the
winter dormant (candelidiate) morph of A. richardii was studied. This species is often abundant on metal-contaminated sites and can be found in areas with elevated
concentrations of heavy metals in soil and air. In order to assess the importance of Auricularia spp. for heavy metal mobilization and accumulation, their biomass, surface area
and capacity to immobilise heavy metals were evaluated in controlled laboratory assays. The mean values of Auricularia biomass at a heavy metal site exceeded those from non-
contaminated soils. The most rapidly growing species from our study, A. richardii, was also most effective in the short-term experiments. In general, it took about 4 months until
the first mycelial branched spore generation. However, the maximum biomass and mycelium surface area, as well as the proportion of carbon associated with heavy metals in the
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